DIY VS PRO

DIY vs Installer Roller Shutters: Honest
Comparison

This page is the most lead-conversion-honest page on the site. We sell quote comparisons
to installers, but if your specific window is a clear DIY win, we'll say so. Below is the call by

scenario, with the numbers that drive each decision.

Last updated 24 May 2026 https://shutthefrontup.com.au/diy-vs-installer-roller-shutters

QUICK ANSWER

DIY wins for: small to medium manual shutters on single-storey windows, where you own

the tools and don\'t mind a Saturday of work.

Installer wins for: electric shutters (the sparkie cost eats most DIY saving), multi-storey

windows, large openings, rendered or stone walls, and anyone who values warranty cover.

Most homes are a mix. Manual on bedrooms (DIY-friendly), electric on main living windows

(installer territory). Honest split-decision projects are common.

Bottom line: On manual shutters DIY saves 25-40%; on electric shutters the gap typically

shrinks to 10-15% after electrician fees and warranty risk.

Who this is for: Homeowners weighing DIY roller shutter kits against professional installer quotes.

Typical price ranges

Indicative supplied-and-installed pricing across Australia in 2026. Final pricing depends on installer

assessment.
ITEM TYPICAL RANGE NOTES
Manual standard window. DIY total $430-$650 kit + tools
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ITEM TYPICAL RANGE NOTES

Manual standard window. Installer $550-$900 fully installed with warranty
Electric standard window. DIY total $700-%$1,150 kit + tools + sparkie
Electric standard window. Installer $900-$1,400 fully installed with warranty

What changes the price

Total dollars saved

Manual: usually $200-$400 per window. Electric: usually $150-$250 per window after electrician

fees.

Your time

6-10 hours for your first DIY install, 3-5 hours per window after. Multiply by your effective hourly

rate honestly.

Warranty cover

Installer-fitted shutters carry full product + install + sometimes electrical warranties (5-10 years).

DIY-fitted shutters carry product-only warranty, often shorter.

Risk of failure

A wrongly-installed shutter that binds or floods the wall is the homeowner's problem. Installer fitting

transfers that risk to the contractor.
Resale value

Professionally installed shutters with paperwork add to the home's presentation value. DIY installs

are harder to evidence at sale time.
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DIY kit vs professional installer. By scenario

BETTER
SCENARIO

CHOICE
Single manual shutter, ground DIY
floor, standard size
6+ manual shutters, ground Either
floor, mixed sizes
Any electric shutter, single Installer
window
Multiple electric shutters, Installer
whole house
Any above-ground-floor Installer
window
Large sliding-door shutter Installer
Rendered or stone walls Installer
Heritage or strata-controlled Installer
property

When DIY is the clear winner

WHY

Saving of $200-$400 is real; install is

straightforward.

Installer volume discount can close the DIY

gap; compare quotes.

Sparkie cost makes the math nearly even.

Installer comes with warranty.

Volume pricing + single warranty + faster

turnaround.

Safety risk and ladder logistics rarely worth

the DIY saving.

Heavy curtain, two-person minimum, narrow

tolerance for error.

Patching and bracket selection are real

specialist work.

Approval, compliance and warranty

paperwork matter.

Small or medium manual shutters on ground-floor windows in a timber-frame or brick-veneer wall.

You own a hammer drill and level. You have a free Saturday per shutter. Total saving versus a

$700-$900 pro quote is $200-$400 per window. Genuinely worth the effort.
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When the pro quote almost always wins

Anything electric, anything above ground floor, anything larger than 2400 mm wide, anything in
render or stone, anything on a heritage / strata property. The combined effect of electrician fees,

ladder logistics, larger curtain weight and approval paperwork narrows or eliminates the DIY saving.

The honest middle ground

Many Australian homes do best with a split-strategy: DIY the bedroom and rear-of-house manual
shutters where the saving is real, hire a professional for the main living windows where you're likely

to want electric, large or matched-aesthetic units. Get three written installer quotes for the "hire a

pro" windows so you can confirm the math.

Checklist before you accept a quote

Tally the honest DIY total

Kit + tools + electrician (if electric) + your time at $0 or your real hourly rate.

Get at least one installer quote

Compare to your DIY total before committing either way.

Consider a split strategy

DIY low-stakes windows; pro the main living areas.

Be honest about your skill ceiling

If you've never used a hammer drill, the first window will take twice as long.

Frequently asked questions

Is DIY roller shutter installation really cheaper?

On manual shutters typically 25-40% cheaper than a pro install. On electric shutters the saving
usually shrinks to 10-15% once you pay a licensed electrician for the wiring, and you lose installer

warranty cover.
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Will DIY void my roller shutter warranty?

Often. Some brands void the warranty entirely; others offer a separate, shorter "owner-installer"

warranty. Always read the warranty document for your specific kit before deciding.

When should I get an installer instead of DIY?

For electric shutters, multi-storey windows, large openings (2400 mm+), rendered or stone walls,
heritage/strata properties, and anyone who values warranty cover or simply doesn't want to spend

a weekend per window.

Can | do a mix of DIY and professional installation?

Yes. Many homeowners DIY the bedrooms and rear-of-house manual shutters while hiring a
professional for the main living windows. Just make sure the installer warranty for the pro-installed

windows isn't affected by your DIY work on other windows.

Related reading

DIY roller shutter cost

https://shutthefrontup.com.au/diy-roller-shutter-cost

DIY roller shutter kits

https://shutthefrontup.com.au/diy-roller-shutter-kits

Common DIY mistakes

https://shutthefrontup.com.au/diy-roller-shutter-mistakes

Pro-installed roller shutter cost

https://shutthefrontup.com.au/roller-shutter-cost

How to compare installer quotes

https://shutthefrontup.com.au/how-to-compare-roller-shutter-quotes
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION

This is general information only. It is not professional, financial, legal or trade advice, and it does not take account

of your particular circumstances, property or requirements.

All prices shown are indicative estimates drawn from marketplace data and change over time. They are not quotes,
offers or valuations. Measurements, site conditions, product specification, electrical work, access, location and
supplier terms all change the final figure. Only a written quote from a supplier, after inspection and final

measurement, is an actual price.

Installation, repair and maintenance work carries real risk. In Australia, mains electrical work must be carried out by
a licensed electrician under AS/NZS 3000. Roller shutter tension springs are under high load and can cause serious
injury. Do not attempt electrical work, spring work or work at heights unless you are qualified and equipped to do so

safely. If you are in any doubt, stop and engage a qualified professional.

ShutTheFrontUp Shutters is a quote-comparison marketplace. We are not the manufacturer, retailer or installer of
any product, and any contract you enter is directly with the supplier. Always obtain written quotes from
appropriately licensed and insured Australian installers before committing, and check their inclusions, warranty and

licensing yourself.

Nothing here excludes, restricts or modifies any right or remedy you have under the Australian Consumer Law. Full

terms: https://shutthefrontup.com.au/terms

Get one installer quote, even if you're leaning DIY.

Knowing the real pro price for your specific windows makes the DIY decision honest. No-

obligation quote comparison.

Compare quotes: https://shutthefrontup.com.au/quote-compare
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